
In Tanzania, Cox & Kings' Africa specialist,
Louise Stanion, discovers a safari experience that
will charm even the most seasoned travellers.

magine a place so beautiful that the
owner paid good money to keep
the rest of the world away.

I'm sitting under the thatched roof
of Beho Beho's main house. Sunk low
into one of the classic English armchairs,
I'm enjoying a delicious pre-afternoon
safari tea: a piece of melt-in-your-mouth
chocolate swiss roll and a handful of the
kitchen's moreish biscuits. The rich smell
of filter coffee permeates the air, and
I let out a deep exhalation, feeling my
shoulders relax. I have only been in camp
a few hours and already it feels like home.

Perched on the lower slopes of
Namikwera Hill, in a magical spot
overlooking the Rufiji river flood plain,
Beho Beho is the first ever camp built

in the Selous Game Reserve (originally
named 'Wansalishi': 'pioneer' in Swahili).
When the colourful Christopher Bailey
first came here in the 1960s, he knew he
had discovered his own private paradise.
Back then it was a rough and ready
affair, occupied mostly by hunters who
had chosen the hillside location for the
abundant game.

Covering 55,000 sq km of wild grassy
plains, open woodland, mountains
and forests, the Selous Game Reserve
(pronounced 'Seloo') is one of Tanzania's
three natural world heritage sites, along
with Kilimanjaro and Serengeti national
parks (Ngorongoro has mixed natural and
cultural status). The northern area where
Christopher built this idyllic safari lodge

is now the domain of the photographic
safari. The larger southern part of the
Selous is mostly impenetrable bush and a
safari here means a hunting expedition.

Christopher wanted to keep the Beho
Beho area (which means 'cooling breeze')
as his secret hideaway. The Tanzanian
department of wildlife, however, keen for
him to host guests at the lodge, charged
him the obligatory park fees that would
normally be paid as part of each visitor
package. Rather than open up his little
corner of heaven to others, Christopher
dug into his own pocket, fabricating
stories as to why it was not possible to
have guests.

But when Christopher passed away
in 2002, his son Charlie decided to
create something in memory of his father.
Along with his friend George and Spike,
a superb Zimbabwean pro-guide already
employed by Christopher, the trio picked
one of the original bandas (stone and
palm-thatch cottages), knocked out the
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front wall - the hallmark of the present
day new open-fronted bandas - then
added a bathroom on the back.

Today, 10 years later, the lodge is
transformed. Furnished in the style of a
private house, with comfortable seating
and a billiards table, the most noticeable
thing is the lack of walls. This means,
wherever you look, you are connected
with the yellow, green and brown hues
of the African bush. Elephants, giraffes,
hyenas and antelopes are regular visitors
to the waterhole just in front of camp.
This scene, backed by a scattering of
baobab trees and the iconic doum palm,
with its many branched heads of fan-
shaped leaves, gives the area a distinctly
tropical feel.

The swimming pool (much needed
during the early December heat) lies
within easy reach and just a short walk
up the hill are the very spacious banda
cottages. As planned, the front of each
banda is totally open to the bush with a

well hidden electric fence for protection.
Here I sit, writing a Beho Beho postcard
at the very British writing desk. Reading a
book on the large Zanzibar! day bed and
enjoying an open-air shower are some of
the other banda highlights, which provide
a very comfortable haven of repose in
the down time between safari activities.
As with the main house, the open-plan
design means that your focus is always
towards the natural world.

"Wherever you look, you are
connected with the yellow,
green and brown hues of the
African bush ..."

If you fancy a bit more adventure, try
a night in the Treehouse, which brings
you even closer to the wildlife. A dinner
by the campfire, a bed on wheels that
can be pushed out under the stars and
a stylish bush breakfast are all standout

WWW.COXANDK1NGS.CO.UK COMPASS 33



TANZANIA | ESCAPADES

< experiences. If you want total privacy, opt
for Bailey's Banda: two spacious en suite
bedrooms, a private pool, panoramic
views over the hippo pool, your own
driver and guide, and private dining add
to the feeling of being totally pampered.
This banda also has the only television on
site; at Beho Beho you are encouraged to
let go of all things technical...

Salum, all smiles, encourages us
out on safari as seamlessly as he
passes around the savoury snacks

at tea. In keeping with the organic nature
of the camp's development, Salum was
originally what is referred to as 'back of
house'. Showing infectious enthusiasm
and creative flair, he moved quickly to
waiter and with his innate ability to put
guests at ease, Salum is now one of
Beho Beho's best-loved guides.

"Elephants, giraffes, hyenas
and antelopes are regular
visitors to the waterhole just
in front of camp,"

All the guides are experts at tracking
the wildlife, as they weave fascinating
stories around every animal, bird or plant
worth noticing. Wild dogs, crocodiles, Jpfcr^. • »
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hippopotamuses and Cape buffaloes
can all be found in this reserve in large
numbers.

Beho Beho - 5km from the grave of
Sir Frederick Courtney Selous, the great
explorer and hunter who died here while
fighting the Germans during the first world
war - quickly found favour because of
the quality of the guiding. What's more,
its close proximity to a permanent water
source means that animals flock here,
especially in the dry season, in search of
a drink.
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En route home, we swing past the
hippo pool close to the lodge and finish
with a swim in the Maji Moto hot sulphur
springs. Perfect.

By the end of my time here I had
spent three days driving around with
Salum without seeing another vehicle: a
luxury not to be underestimated.

So what of the Mure?
The Bailey family has already set up

Oyster Bay, their own private home in Dar
es Salaam to make the usual enforced

"A dense population of crocodiles add to the excitement of
a boat ride,"

Salum, though, takes me along to
Lake Tagalala, a short safari drive from
camp, which is absolutely not to be
missed - indeed, the minimum three-
night stay at Beho Beho means that
everyone has the chance to head out
here for a full day. I soon see amazing
birdlife, some poised on the backs of
submerged hippos, which give a surreal
look to the water, and a dense population
of crocodiles adds to the excitement
of the boat ride. The delicious bush
breakfast (food at Beho Beho is definitely
a moveable feast) rubber-stamps the day
as one of my most varied on safari.

stay in the capital another one of your
holiday pleasures, but there is a sniff of
the sea in the air: a piece of land has
been purchased on the Swahili Coast,
close to the village of Kimbiji. But in true
Christopheresque style, what might be
the perfect bush and beach combination
is still under wraps.

Beho Beho's originality comes from
the distinct feeling that you are joining
in with a very special family. You are
welcomed with open arms and an
intimacy that is sure to touch your heart.
This is the life, the life among the cooling
breeze. •
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